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English Language Arts — Grade 7 Winter 2005

WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

WRITE ABOUT THE THEME:

DEVELOPING STRENGTHS AND TALENTS

Everyone has unique strengths and talents. Some people are very good at sports or playing a musical
instrument. Some people excel at making others feel good about themselves. Write about developing
strengths and talents.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

tell about how you have developed a strength or talent of your own
OR
describe a strength or talent that you have encouraged in someone else
OR
explain how someone used his or her strength or talent in a positive way
OR
persuade a friend or family member of the importance of developing his or her talent
OR

write about the theme in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.
Your audience will be interested adults.

Pages 5-8 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas, organizing your thoughts, or writing a
rough draft. Use the checklists on page 9 to help you improve your writing. Page 10 contains the
scorepoint descriptions used by readers to score your writing,

The final copy of your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 1 of your Answer
Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No additional sheets may be used.
Nothing written on the prewriting and rough draft pages will be scored.

Page 4 GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Score Point: 1

This response attempts to explain the writer’s ability to set up and take down
a tent. Further development beyond this information would be needed for a
higher score.
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Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 1

This response attempts to explain an instance when firefighters used their
strength and talent to put out a fire. However, the content is not developed.
There is not much offered beyond putting out the fire and saving some
animals and people, and it is these ideas that are not developed with details.



Write your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MQRE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 1

This response contains some general and vague ideas concerning the theme
of “developing strengths and talents”. It provides a random list of activities
that are neither developed nor connected, leaving the response unclear.
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Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This response attempts to focus on how sports are the writer’s talent. It
attempts to explain something about each sport (I learned that I can run
pretty fast; I learned how to step up my game; I plan to get better on my
jump shot this summer), but it does not move beyond simply listing these
ideas with no development.



Write K ur final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This response attempts to focus on how skateboarding, and getting others
involved, is the writer’s talent. There is an attempt to explain some events
one summer, but there is only minimal detail. Overall, this response is
underdeveloped.



Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This response attempts to focus on the importance of using talents. The
content includes two extended examples: developing cures for diseases that
result in a chain reaction affecting the whole world, and the idea of getting
others’ opinions on your possible talents. However, the examples given
seem artificial, and the absence of any real expansion of these examples by
way of more details leaves the response underdeveloped as a whole, holding
the score to a high *2",




Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 3

This response remains somewhat focused on developing strength in skiing,
Although the content discusses the repeated attempts to ski various slopes,
particularly Pop’s Peak, limited details create only partially successful
examples. This lack of detail, along with ineffective transitions between
ideas, provides a limited organizational structure and keeps the response at a
low “37,




Write your flnal response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 3

While this response is somewhat clear and focused on the writer’s
development in baseball, it is too general and simplistic. It offers an
organizational structure in which the writer learns the game of baseball
(teaching me how to hit, catch, and even run the bases properly), including
some detail for each event, but the overall development remains limited.




Write your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 3

This response remains somewhat clear and focused on the writer’s dream of
becoming a member of the cheerleading squad. Although the content offers
a number of ideas (taking gymnastics to gain necessary skills; practicing to
improve cheers, jumps, stretches and tumbling; ultimately making the
squad), they are only partially developed. The response has a functional
organizational structure with a progression of events. More development of
details would be needed to move this response to a score point of “4”.



Write your final response here.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 4

This response is generally focused on the writer’s development in talking to
people. It progresses through the task of informing the community about a
school bond and the positive responses she received. While remaining
somewhat flat, the use of relevant examples (community interest in the

information; the credit people gave her for her dedication) establishes a more
developed piece overall.



Write your final response here.

Glla
Howe vou_cuer voandered g

of 4heir 4alent? Talent 50,( o\/mmcm%;n% does

ot mélr come 4o voul. You “haue 4e wark
cord 46 e onad ok it T _used 4o be o
vam%-P O\m(iljl can dell Va'a\ hato T Ve
eve(@m—ﬂ alY, ﬂ\/ﬂ’]f\ﬂ“ﬁ‘h(‘ﬁ
-kxl{’rﬂ- n()h‘{' w[?c}}m the hPoinmlnn

F\r%JL I started (‘(mm ug\/mr\%«fﬂLt 0SS

N r

i orackices of o YMOH e ,
Hf\m\nh L was r\(\‘\‘ o \)6"1’\/ \@?—mﬁi@-‘ﬂ—w
an(‘ At thoe YMcA T Ifnrﬂﬁr\l no_ ol
skills ke focmard ond  bockisacd rall<

l

qymnasties ol T boewo T ooodd CgmL

Soocl ot it
Affer o {fen vears Y Loienc dold me  about

N D\{)(‘C T mnl({ Qa "qu:[: <Gk <er ouS

vanae% les (Anlfmm,*ﬁ‘({ T atacted in level
one. in what they called yec classes.
From tihere T mmiér{ BY) NS 1_?\)@( three
ond then five. T lkney T wos
MEVing P czui(‘kl\,r.

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE. |




Gl11b

loter T wa=s inuited fo be on 4t Explorers
team which inuolhues \mrr\}ng raudines ard
(’;xmr\S i mects. The mpe:"% pere 1LAS+ for
AN . The Ezgplﬁrerﬁ fam  uos \P\)e( thret .
Hlom% O VeQr ater T rmver{ e 1o Pre=
-‘;Cnm which = aimi o —b Hoe Explacecs
ey _bout o highor {euel. astaved in
Pee - team £ {0 Veors omnl QA\)(RH(‘F(‘( Ay
é}t} e o [mlq- Gymn(}\ﬁ{-\ 0SS UdS qgm_g_b_u%&_
{n}/-{- of Wl life and T wauld DM\(‘@
mary Anes o waeek.

Theo next NCOr- T mn\)ed +o o newd
Qym called Gymnastics and Dance. 1
DOOS  NOLY . ConN @P'Lnf}(ﬂ AMIH‘%‘(' rT'H‘\Qr’ aumm@%S
rxr\A recieved %C@réjﬁ nfnjfwd mHﬂ\(% c#ha'f*
cam€  veor T loefamd seuenth in the
ﬁntm\Lf‘-‘ mc Mmhagc\h 1 mv (kg&({\\)\c\mm
oy (Q\)(’l -_({\Jﬁ’ T U0 \Jer\/ Drmml of musdﬁ
oncl T Pnreuy T OSSO\ mP‘HV Gm(\l
(&vmnr)ﬂ# That  summer I rL\or&Pr{ an
1‘6\)6’{ 1. mnxjr:m"‘) T n\\fw(\ IT\(\‘UP(" 10
o Aiflerent city thot  summer andl
(’\G‘Ci(“[ff’ﬂ' 1o 6+(3p p\mir\g ayv nnastls.

Even tHough T oam Lrgldfm*” nloim()
(A\/!’hnﬂ%*{:(‘s o\‘n{w\/man A [l uae }Jnu faf@rﬂL
Sl alrength in othor +lmno% &ema anN
_D\.\,/mpr(‘ cjk/ﬂﬂﬂﬂ%% (S ey hngd nmrk

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.




Gllc

oand o ot of LHml. Nond VB NsYa Y
e ooy hoo) fame of 4hese nard -
tuorlcing ﬂ\{/mnaﬁ'lts atort 4hoir Symnc&ij(‘i
oree .

Score Point: 4

This response focuses on how the writer developed her talent in gymnastics.
The organizational structure transitions between different skill levels (from
basic skills to leaming routines to state competition), and offers more detail
about what 1s involved at the higher levels. Each idea includes details needed
for development. The writer’s command of language allows for a consistent
tone and creates a generally clear and focused response.



Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 4

This response explains how a talent earned the writer a scholarship. The
content details the desire of the wnter to attend a performance school, her
understanding of the need to win a scholarship, and her finally achieving her
goal. The writer’s command of language is generally coherent. Additional
engaging and developed details would be needed to move this response to a
higher score.
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Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 5

This engaging response concerns a student overcoming a fear of singing in
front of an audience. The content is clear and focused on explaining the fear
and apprehension the writer felt while auditioning for parts (thoughts of
hearing other girls’ hurtful snickers), and ultimately conquering her fear. A
competent command of language, as well as a consistent tone, helps move
the reader through the text.
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Score Point: 5

This engaging response explains how the writer gained a true appreciation
for music by tuning a rarely used guitar. The organizational structure
naturally transitions from being bored and picking up a guitar, to plucking
the strings to get the correct tone, to finally making wonderful music. Word
choice and command of language offer thoughtful understanding and prove
the writer’s point regarding not giving up on things. Better development of
one or more examples would be needed to achieve a higher score.
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Write your final response to DEVELOPING STRENGTHS AND TALENTS here. No additional sheets
may be used.
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Score Point: 5

This response details the writer’s preparation for his upcoming football
season. The content is clear and focused, explaining his summer filled with
weekly exercise, training by Lake Michigan, and football camp. A mature
command of language (quivering waves of heat, shook my hair out like a
dog) and precise word choice (knack, spiraling) enhance the overall
effectiveness of the response. More developed connections would be needed
for a score of “6”.
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Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 6

This response offers an exceptionally engaging look at how the writer
developed her artistic talents over time. The content is thoroughly developed
with details and example to explain the writer’s love of drawing. The word
choice here is appropriate and captures the emotion the writer feels for her
talent.
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Score point: 6

This response has an exceptionally engaging and clear focus on a boy who
thought he was a “failure”, but ultimately discovers that “everyone has a
strength hidden inside them.” Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with relevant details and examples illustrating the boy’s ineptitude but
eventual confidence due to his skill in chess. Organization and connections
between ideas are well controlled, moving the reader smoothly and naturally
through the text. A mature command of language, and precise word choice,
result in a compelling piece of writing.



